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The holiday celebration will take place on Sunday, December 
4th from 3-6pm. Inside Town Hall, the NPTO will host a holiday 
dinner by donation in support of the NPTO, and the Paul 
Memorial Library will provide a holiday craft. There will be a box 
for canned good donations to a local food pantry. Outside Town 
Hall, there will be holiday pony rides for the kids, local carolers, 
Christmas cookie decorating, hot cocoa, and of course, Santa 
will arrive between 4 and 4:30pm to greet the children and light 
the Christmas tree. The mailbox for kids’ letters to Santa will be 
outside Town Hall beginning the Sunday after Thanksgiving.  

Newfi elds Holiday Celebration 
S U N DAY,  D E C E M B E R  4 ,  3  -  6 P M
N E W F I E L D S  T O W N  H A L L

More than 100 people came from 
across New Hampshire, Maine 
and Masschusetts to Friends of the 
Newfi elds Public Library’s What’s It 
Worth? event at The Brook on October 
29th to have their family heirloom (or 
questionable attic fi nd!) appraised by one 
of six antiques dealers. Guests brought 
everything from an old stained-glass 
window to jewelry to a baseball card 
collection worth more than $40,000 that 
included Jackie Robinson’s rookie card! 
A massive thank you from Friends to 
the volunteers who gave up part of 
their Saturday to make the event run 
so smoothly! And to the community for 
coming and spreading the word to make 
the day such a great success. 

What’s It Worth? Event

The Friends Board, from l to r: Kasia Lynch, 
Membership Coordinator; Lauren Saltman, former 
President; Isabel Blunt, Newsletter Editor; Brooke 
Kotsonis, Member-at-Large and Acting President; Beth 
Lieberman, Secretary; Kelly Doerge, Treasurer



Newfi elds Garden Club
The Garden Club has been busy making 
planters around town festive for the coming 
winter and preparing a pollinator-themed tree 
for the Festival of Trees. Proceeds from the 
festival tree sale benefi t children in need. In the 
coming season, the club will install a sunfl ower 
garden at Hilton Corner and continue to care for 
the plantings in the woodland garden and path, 
as well as the wildfl ower garden at the location. 
The fi rst spring meeting will be on March 1 at 
7:00pm at the library, and the spring program 
will address adaptive gardening tips and 
techniques. This event will be held on March 19 
at 1:30pm.  

From the Newfi elds Village Water and Sewer District

The NPTO is excited to continue its after-school programming at NES.  
Back for another session will be Seven Rivers, whose courses include 
Cooking and Carving and Off the Beaten Path, where children enjoy 
wilderness and learning backcountry skills. Math Edge is also returning to 
give students an opportunity to strengthen their skills while playing fun 
brain-booster games.
For the 3rd year in a row, the NPTO partnered with Dr. Tim Goslee and 
his team from Great Bay Dental Care in Newmarket to collect and donate 
Halloween candy to veterans and those in need. Many students made beautiful cards to send with their 
treats, and we collected quite an impressive amount! We are so grateful to Great Bay Dental Care for their 
support in helping us with this initiative.  
At the town holiday party on December 4th, NPTO continues the tradition of hosting a potluck-style 
fundraiser dinner at the Town Hall. Many thanks to all the volunteers who will bring food or donate their time 
to this cherished community event.  
Throughout the winter months, the NPTO will be supporting various assemblies at NES, including Sheryl 
Faye Presents Historical Women and Junk 2 Funk - Trashcan Lid Productions.

NPTO: What’s Happening and What’s Coming Up

Since the 1954 development of the Village Water System, many changes have come about with the town 
growing in size. The original water tower (1954) was replaced with a new 242,000 gallon tank six years ago; 
a new blending facility was built to meet the requirements of NH Department of Environmental Services’ 
regulations; two gravel packed wells and two deep wells have been added to better serve the customers 
of the district; a water extension to Route 108 has been added to serve residents of Route 85; Evergreen 
Estates were added as customers to the district for sewer and water service; River Road has had sewer 
service added; Hemlock Court has been added with water and sewer service. We are doing our best to 
conserve our water supply while abiding by the rules and regulations to produce clear, safe water. Water 
is a valuable resource. Thank you for doing your part to assist us in preserving it. The Commissioners 
hold a public meeting the fi rst Monday of the month (except for holidays) at the Water and Sewer District 
building, 75 Main Street, at 7:00 PM. 

Newfi elds PD and Town Hall
Helpful Hands is busy this time of year. To receive 
messages seeking donations for the holiday meals 
and from SANTA’s helper for gifts for children living in 
Newfi elds, send Lisa a note at lsoiett@newfi eldsnh.gov. 
Please drive safely during storms and ice events and 
remember to pack a survival kit in your car: snow shovel, 
sand/salt, blanket, at least a gallon of water, snack type 
food, charger for your cell phone, fl ashlight.

Tax bills were mailed in mid-November and are due 
December 19, 2022.

Town Offi ces will be closed December 23 through 
December 26 for Christmas.



Welcome, Rev. Cheryl Stromski to Newfi elds!
One of Newfi elds' most venerable institutions has a new leader: Rev. 
Cheryl Stromski, known as Pastor Sherry, is now leading the Newfi elds 
Community Church. 
Sherry Stromski grew up in York, Maine and was a professional pianist for 
many years. She performed nationally and internationally with varied acts, 
including Patti Page, Sesame Street, and Pink Floyd's The Wall. She also 
worked as a church accompanist and musical director. 
Pastor Sherry graduated from Andover Theological Seminary and received 
the Jonathan Edwards Award for scholastic excellence, leadership, and 
promise. She believes that ministers "help a church become what it is 
supposed to become," rather than dictating their own vision. She sees the NCC as an "accepting and 
open place," where she has encouraged diversity of opinions, listening, and open exchange of ideas. Her 
services may include sermons but also offer attendees "dialogic" opportunities to exchange ideas and 
experiences with each other in community.  
Pastor Sherry looks forward to supporting the social infrastructure of Newfi elds. She works with 
community members beyond the church itself, planning town-wide reading programs with Paul Memorial 
Library director Carl Heidenblad this fall. She offers open discussions on topics like climate change and 
immigration reform and hopes to lead classes on meditation and interfaith study.
A resident of Greenland, she and her husband love to bike long distances.  They have six children and 
eight grandchildren. Pastor Sherry appreciates the strong support for church renovation efforts given by 
Newfi elds residents at the fall bake sales.

Now that the bears are getting ready to hibernate, you can begin to plan to put the 
bird feeders out! According to NH Fish & Game, bird feeders can be fi lled and put 
outside between December 1st and April 1st. There are many different varieties of 
bird seed to pick from. Some contain nuts and dried fruit, in addition to seeds. Black 
oil sunfl ower seeds are a good type of seed that will attract many kinds of birds. 
Some birds you can expect to attract with this type of seed would be cardinals, 
titmice, woodpeckers, fi nches and many more. You will also attract squirrels, but it's ok 
because they have to eat, too! Fun tip for cat owners: be sure to set up a cat bed near 
the window to safely engage their hunting instincts. Happy birdwatching! 

By Maya L. Maya is in seventh grade at CMS and is reading Dewey the Library Cat by Brett Witter and Vicky 
Myron.

It’s Time to Feed the Birds!

The Newfi elds Community Church warmly invites all to their Sunday morning services during this Advent/
Christmas season. Each service will offer professional music.

The 6pm Christmas Eve Candlelight service will feature a brass quartet and favorite carols. On Christmas 
Day they will host a service of “Lessons and Carols” at 9:30am.

They will be Caroling on December 17, gathering at the church at 4:45pm.  Find more details about 
upcoming services at: newfi eldscommunitychurch.org or on the Facebook page.

All Sunday services start prompty at 9:30am and last for one hour. 
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Recycle Your Holiday Lights
Do you have any broken strings of lights 
this holiday season? Don’t throw them 
away—recycle them! Paul Memorial 
Library will be collecting holiday lights for 
recycling from Monday, November 21, 
2022 – Saturday, January 7, 2023. Look 
for the “Holiday Light Recycling” bin 
located inside the library.

Accepted items: Holiday lights and CFL lightbulbs.

Subscribe to the Library Insider!
Sign up for the Library Insider email newsletter! Get updates on 
library news, programs, and materials plus Staff Picks, collection 
highlights, resource tips, and more. Newsletters will go out 1-2 
times a month, so you can always stay in-the-know with the latest 
library news and behind-the-scenes info. Join the mailing list via 
the sign-up form on the Library website.

Take-Home Crafts
Don’t miss the Library’s monthly brown 
bag take-home crafts, now located at the 
back entrance of the library. Craft bags 
will be available on a fi rst-come, fi rst-serve 
basis once a month. Follow the Library on 
Facebook and Instagram (@newfi eldslibrarynh) for updates!

Afternoon and Evening 
Book Clubs
The Library offers two Book Clubs each 
month: Afternoon and Evening. The afternoon 
group meets monthly on a Wednesday at 
1:00 pm (each date TBD). The evening group 
meets at the library on the third Monday of 
each month at 6:30 pm.

Copies of the books are available at the 
library circulation desk. Call or email the 
library to be added to the group email list.

Story Hour at the Library
Join us for Preschool Story Hour on 
Wednesday mornings at 10:30AM. 

Museum Passes
W E  W A N T  T O  H E A R  F R O M  Y O U !

We have museum passes available for the 
Children’s Museum of New Hampshire 
(Dover) and Seacoast Science Center (Rye). 
Do you have a favorite museum that you’d 
like the Library to provide passes to? 
Please let us know by sending an email to 
friendsofpml@comcast.net.

Curbside Pickup
Curbside pickup will now be offered by 
request only. You can still reserve materials 
directly through the Catalog, but please call 
or email the library if you’d like your reserves 
placed on the curbside table. Otherwise, all 
reserves will be available for pickup at the 
circulation desk.

NH State Park Passes
In addition to museum passes, thanks to Friends of the 
Newfi elds Public Library, the Library now offers passes to NH 
State Parks as well! Check out the website for more.

Labrie Family Skate at Puddle Duck Pond
Once again, Friends of the Newfi elds Public Library will be 
offering passes to Labrie Family Skate at Puddle Duck Pond, 
Strawbery Banke’s outdoor skating rink. Inquire at the Library 
- last year they went quickly!
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Quarterly Puzzle Swap | Saturday, March 25, 11am
Spring clean your puzzle collection and come to the next puzzle swap on Saturday, March 25th at 11AM 
at the library. Bring a 500+ piece puzzle without any missing pieces to trade for one that’s new-to-you! 

The Annual Pancake Breakfast hosted by the Library Trustees returns in March! Keep an eye out for 
details as we get closer. Date TBD. 

Mini “Gingerbread” House Workshop | Saturday, Dec. 17, 11am
Let’s build gingerbread houses! Come to the library at 11AM Saturday, December 17 and construct 
your own mini “gingerbread” houses out of graham crackers and assorted goodies. All ages welcome 
(recommended 4+). Supplies will be provided. Register online.

The library now offers patrons free access to hoopla, a web and mobile library media streaming 
platform, courtesy of the Friends of the Library. Borrow and enjoy audiobooks, eBooks, comics, movies, 
TV, magazines, or music everywhere you have a screen—your computer, your phone, your car, even 
your TV. Visit hoopladigital.com or download the app and have your library card handy. Not sure what 
your member number is? Call or email the library and they’ll be happy to assist.

Trustees Annual Pancake Breakfast | March 2023

How To Hoopla



A house by a lake, a retreat from busy city lives -- how could such a peaceful place witness so much 
sadness?  British journalist Thomas Harding tells the true story of his own family's ancestral house, 
built in 1927 on the shore of Gross Glienicke Lake outside Berlin, Germany. Harding's exhaustively 
researched nonfi ction account for adults follows the fate of this small summer house and its 
residents through decades of war, neglect, and ultimate restoration.  

Harding writes an intimate history of one house, yet its story broadly refl ects 20th-century 
Germany. Harding's great-grandparents, wealthy German Jews, built their lake house as a retreat 
for the family, including daughter Elsie Alexander (the author's grandmother). When anti-Semitic 
violence made life in Nazi Germany too threatening, the Alexanders fl ed to England. The Gestapo 
seized their beloved home and sold it cheaply to a Nazi Party member, one of several people 
Harding investigated who later inhabited the house. Their personal recollections bring home 
the diffi cult reality of life through six postwar decades of Soviet control, Germany's division and 
reunifi cation.

As the war era gave way to Soviet occupation, the house by the lake bore witness to traumas 
committed by Soviet soldiers. Then, as West Berlin was partitioned from East Berlin in 1961, the 
house's backyard was crudely split from the lakeshore by a fence--overnight. Soon a concrete 
barrier and "death strip" guarded by attack dogs rose between the house and the lake it had 
overlooked. The Berlin Wall not only blocked the view of the house's East German tenants-- it 
imprisoned them inside a communist country. Free West Berlin, just across Gross Glienicke Lake, 
was forbidden to them for decades.  

Though Harding's family left Germany in 1936, they never forgot the lake retreat. After the Berlin 
Wall fell, the author made his fi rst trip to locate the house. His efforts to rehabilitate and save 
it from demolition culminated in Alexander Haus, restored and open to the public to promote 
intercultural understanding. Readers interested in World War II, the confl ict between democracy 
and communism, and how everyday people cope with extraordinary circumstances will fi nd these 
themes intimately explored within Harding's meticulously researched and nuanced writing.  

Adult non-fi ction histories have generated "young reader's editions" before-- Unbroken by 
Laura Hilenbrand, The Boys in the Boat by Daniel Brown for example-- but rarely do they spark a 
picture book adaptation. Thomas Harding distilled The House by the Lake into a brief, poetic text 
illustrated superbly by German artist Britta Teckentrup as The House by the Lake. The almost fairy-
tale storytelling style could make it hard for typical picture-book readers to understand as a history. 
The book works best as a visual companion to the adult text, its collage illustrations elegiac and 
moving in their depiction of the house's history. Adult readers of the original book will be rewarded 
by sharing it with older children who know something of wartime Germany.  

Book(s) Review(ed)
By Beth Lieberman, Newfi elds Elementary School Librarian

The House by the 
Lake: One House, 
Five Families, and 
A Hundred Years 
of German History 
by Thomas 
Harding (New 
York: Picador, 
2015)

The House by the Lake: 
The True Story of a House, 
Its History, and the Four 
Families Who Made It 
Home by Thomas Harding, 
illustrated by Britta 
Teckentrup. (Somerville, 
Mass.: Candlewick Studio, 
2020)



REALTOR® in NH, ME & MA
Bringing success to sellers and buyers of

residential properties and land since 2001.

70 Portsmouth Ave, Stratham, NH

A D V E R T I S E  H E R E
Get Your Message Out  

While Supporting the Library
Contact the Friends of Newfields Public Library

friendsofNPL@comcast.net

C&D Creative 
Design

Paint,
decks,

windows,
doors,

floors, and
so much
more. 

We'll even
build you a
tree house.

David or
Celine @ 
603-451-

4960
or the
office 
@ 978-

677-1111
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Keeping in Touch with Newfields
Did you know there are a variety of email newsletters and Facebook pages geared towards the Newfields 
community? If you want to be in the know, then be sure to sign up and follow these pages!

Town of Newfields: email suemckinnon@
newfieldsnh.gov to sign up for the monthly 
newsletter, as well as receive periodic updates 
from Town Hall.  
 
Paul Memorial Library: visit https://
paulmemoriallibrary.org/newsletter/ to sign up 
for the monthly newsletter. You’ll get the latest 
updates on what’s happening at the Library.

Newfields Elementary School  

Newfields NH Garden Club 

Newfields, NH Community 
Resident Page 

Newfields Police Department

Newfields SnoRaiders 

Newfields Youth Athletic 
Association 

Paul Memorial Library 

Town of Newfields, NH

Facebook PagesEmail Newsletters

Calling all high school seniors!

Friends of the Newfields Public Library is excited to announce 
a new $500 scholarship for one or two graduating high school 
seniors (public or private school students) who will be attending 
a 2- or 4-year college, university or vocational/technical school 
full-time in the fall and have been a Newfields, NH resident for 
at least the previous six months (at the time of application). 

Seniors will be required to fill out an application form and write 
a brief essay, which will be reviewed anonymously by a panel 
of judges. Deadline will be in the spring. Look for more details 
soon on the Library website.


