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Paul Memorial Library Update 
from The Board of Trustees
The Library Board was very sad to say farewell to 
our intrepid and fearless Director Carl Hiedenblad 
in January. We had an open house luncheon for Carl 
where the Board of Trustees presented him with 
a token of our gratitude. This hardly covered the 
appreciation we all felt inside.  

Carl came to our library in 2019, joining Cori Caputo 
and hiring Brittney Thompson. Carl used his 30 years 
of experience to foster and grow a dynamic team at 
the library. Carl’s inquisitive and inclusive energy were 
a huge asset to the library and community. We were all 
excited in 2019 by the future for the library in the able 
hands of Carl and staff.

Then came COVID. 

Good leaders really shine when faced with diffi cult 
problems. Covid challenged everyone as we know, 
and many libraries were ceasing all services around 
the state. But Carl, Cori and Brittney said, “Let’s do 
everything we can to keep serving the community and 
keep the library going safely!”
Continued on page 3

Friends of the Newfi elds Public Library invites all to join us on Wednesday, 
March 29 to toast a return to in-person events!  Our new president, Brooke 
Kotsonis, and the Board plan a wine and dessert gathering from 7 - 8:30pm 
on Wednesday, March 29 at the library.  Come say hello, give us your ideas 
for future in-person events, and learn about the plans we are making to 
renew favorite programs from the past and imagine new events for the 
future.  We will be adding members-at-large to our dedicated group–come 
learn about how Newfi elds residents can join us or help as volunteers 
at events like summer cocktail parties, trivia nights, bake-offs, antiques 
appraisal, or events we haven’t dreamed up yet.  Gather with the Friends to 
meet your neighbors and enjoy a renewed feeling of community in our “tiny 
town with a big heart!” See you there!



Newfi elds Garden Club

Newfi elds Village Water and Sewer District

NPTO: What’s Happening and What’s Coming Up

No, this is not a commercial bread-making machine. This is a clogged pump at the 
Otis Road Pumping Station. All too often, the District has to hire professionals to fi x 
pumps clogged by rags, disinfecting wipes, baby wipes and diapers, paper towels 
and sanitary products. This particular instance cost the District more than $500 to 
clear out - costs that affect the town sewer rates.
For those connected to the District’s Sewer System, everything that gets fl ushed 
travels through the pipes of the sewer system and to the wastewater treatment 
plant. If it’s not toilet paper or human waste, do not fl ush it! All wipes including 
“fl ushable wipes” are NOT fl ushable. 
Thank you for doing your part. We really appreciate your effort. 

Newfi elds Village Water & Sewer District Commissioners, 
Ray Buxton, Cathy Nelson-Smith, George Drinkwater
The District meets the fi rst Monday of the month (except holidays) at 7:00 PM in the District’s business 
offi ce at 75 Main Street.

The Garden Club wrapped up 2022 by participating in Exeter’s 24th Festival of Trees. Our beautifully 
decorated, pollinator-themed tree, along with dozens of others, raised over $50,000 for the Community 
Children's Fund! 
We are excited for the spring season to begin and complete new projects throughout Newfi elds, such as 
installing a sunfl ower garden at Hilton Corner, maintaining the wildfl ower garden and caring for plantings 
in the Woodland Garden and Path. The Club is also looking to add Trex benches made from 100% 
recycled materials to the Woodland Garden. 
Save these dates for upcoming meetings and events! 
March 19 at 1:30pm: The 2023 Spring Program where we’ll discuss adaptive gardening tips and 
techniques
May (exact date TBD): Plant sale featuring perennials, shrubs, vegetables and herbs 

All are welcome and no gardening experience is necessary. Contact Nancy (ngitschier@gmail.com) for 
more information. 

The NPTO been rocking and rolling the past few months -- literally!  A 
few of the events we’ve enjoyed bringing to NES include an artist-in-
residence program with Trashcan Lid Productions- Junk 2 Funk.  We also 
learned about the life and career of astronaut Sally Ride with Sheryl Faye 
Presents Historical Women. We welcomed local author and illustrator 
Marty Kelley to the school in celebration of Read Across America week. 
We will also be hosting a visiting mobile planetarium!  Thank you to all 
who continue to support these opportunities for our children.



Continued from page 1

With his team, and with the support of the Board of Trustees, Carl led our library safely when other 
libraries decided to suspend all services. The team got creative, and they managed to keep the services 
going! This was the hard choice, this choice needed experience and leadership for it to work. Carl made 
this possible.  
We have big shoes to fill with the director position. Carl is helping the Board in the search for a new 
director. This process and position is not quick or simple. We have a great staff who serve a great 
community. The Board wants to make sure that the new director can continue to elevate the staff and 
lead the way for the continued success of library services. The library Board of Trustees and the town 
Select Board are working together on all ways we can attract the right candidates. Currently we are 
taking applications. The position is listed: http://nhlibraryjobline.blogspot.com. 
Please help us support Brittney and Cori as the team works through this transition period. We are 
certain, with the continued support of the Friends of the Newfields Public Library, the community, and all 
our patrons we will continue to have a vibrant library!  
If you have any questions, please reach out to any member of the Board.

Sincerely,  
Win Fream, Chair – PML Board of Trustees 
Jack Parnham, Secretary – PML Board of Trustees 
Brendan Johnston, Treasurer – PML Board of Trustees

Town Election 
 Monday March 13, 2023: Town Clerk open until 5pm to accept absentee ballots. 
Tuesday March 14, 2023: Town Election Day 8am-7pm

Property Taxes 
Property Tax Abatement Applications were due March 1, 2023. 
Property Tax Exemptions and Credit applications are due April 15, 2023. 
Inventory of Taxable Property Forms are due April 15, 2023.

Dog Licenses: Due April 30, 2023

Easter Parade! As in past years, the Easter bunny will drive through town with a police escort. Look for 
more info on the NPD Facebook page and on electronic signs around town.

Newfields Town Hall and Police Department

Please join us on Saturday April 22, 2023 (with a rain/snow date of April 23) for the Third Annual  
Newfields Clean-up Day in honor of Earth Day. We will pick up roadside trash and get our public 
spaces around Town Hall and Hilton Corner ready for summer!  For additional information, please 
contact: Phyllis Mackey at 603-498-9969 or phylmackey@hotmail.com.  
From 9am-10am, you can sign in at tables in front of Town Hall. Everyone should bring work gloves 
and wear brightly colored clothing. If folks plan to clean up around Town Hall or Hilton Corner, please 
bring rakes and small clippers. For Roadside Clean-up, participants will receive garbage bags. Bags will 
be left on the side of the road for pick-up by Jeremiah and Nicole Vernon. The Clean-up will be over 
by noon.  
A collection bin will be at Town Hall for the day where you can recycle any household film plastics you 
may have (produce bags, store bags, bread bags, bubble wrap, etc.) which are not recyclable through 
the weekly curbside pickup. Collected items will be sent to Trex to be made into decking and railings. 
In turn, the Garden Club will be eligible to receive a bench for the town’s woodland path. Go to 
https://m.facebook.com/newfieldsnhgardenclub for more information on what can be recycled. 
This event is sponsored by the Newfields Town Democratic Committee and Newfields Garden Club 
with support from numerous others! 

Third Annual Newfields Clean-Up Day
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Subscribe to the Library Insider!
Sign up for the Library Insider email newsletter! Get updates on 
library news, programs, and materials plus Staff Picks, collection 
highlights, resource tips, and more. Newsletters will go out 1-2 
times a month, so you can always stay in-the-know with the latest 
library news and behind-the-scenes info. Join the mailing list via 
the sign-up form on the Library website.

Take-Home Crafts
Don’t miss the Library’s monthly brown bag 
take-home crafts, now located at the back 
entrance of the library. Craft bags will be 
available on a fi rst-come, fi rst-serve basis once 
a month. Follow the Library on Facebook and 
Instagram (@newfi eldslibrarynh) for updates!

Afternoon and Evening 
Book Clubs
The Library offers two Book Clubs each 
month: Afternoon and Evening. The 
afternoon group meets monthly on 
a Wednesday at 1:00 pm (each date 
TBD). The evening group meets at the 
library on the third Monday of each 
month at 6:30 pm.

Copies of the books are available at 
the library circulation desk. Call or 
email the library to be added to the 
group email list.

Museum Passes
W E  W A N T  T O  H E A R  F R O M  Y O U !

We have museum passes available 
for the Children’s Museum of New 
Hampshire (Dover) and Strawbery 
Banke (Portsmouth). Do you have a 
favorite museum that you’d like the 
Library to provide passes to? 
Please let us know by sending an email 
to friendsofpml@comcast.net.

Curbside Pickup
Curbside pickup will now be offered 
by request only. You can still reserve 
materials directly through the Catalog, 
but please call or email the library if 
you’d like your reserves placed on the 
curbside table. Otherwise, all reserves 
will be available for pickup at the 
circulation desk.

NH State Park Passes
In addition to museum passes, thanks to Friends of the 
Newfi elds Public Library, the Library now offers passes to NH 
State Parks as well! Check out the website for more.

Labrie Family Skate at Puddle Duck Pond
Once again, Friends of the Newfi elds Public Library will be 
offering passes to Labrie Family Skate at Puddle Duck Pond, 
Strawbery Banke’s outdoor skating rink. Inquire at the Library - 
last year they went quickly!

The library now offers patrons free access to hoopla, courtesy of 
the Friends of the Library. Borrow and enjoy audiobooks, eBooks, 
comics, movies, TV, magazines, or music everywhere you have a 
screen—your computer, your phone, your car, even your TV. Visit 
hoopladigital.com or download the app and have your library 
card handy. (Not sure what your member number is? Call or email 
the library and we'll be happy to assist.)

Sign Up for hoopla with Your Library Card!

Spring clean your puzzle collection and join us at the library’s 
next puzzle swap on Saturday, March 11 at 11AM. Bring a 500+ 
piece puzzle without any missing pieces to trade for one that’s 
new-to-you!

Quarterly Puzzle Swap
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Hello Newfi elds friends,  

I wanted to write and thank you for 3 great years at the Paul Memorial Library. Some years ago, the 
Friends of the Library had coffee cups made up with this quote about Newfi elds: “A tiny town with a 
big heart.” In my years directing our little library I’ve certainly found this to be true! Newfi elds is truly 
a wonderful town and a favorite of the many communities that I have worked in during my 45 years of 
library work.

Due to a combination of personal issues, it became necessary for me to retire (again), and I have moved 
to Pennsylvania, where I am enjoying full retirement, playing some winter golf, riding my bicycle, and 
visiting with my son.  

The Trustees of the Library are hard at work looking for a new director. Meanwhile you are in great hands 
with the library team in place - Brittney and Cori!  

One thing that I found to be true in all the successful libraries that I have observed is that a library's 
success stems from the combined efforts of the librarians, its Board of Trustees, its Friends of the Library, 
local government and the support of the community. ALL of these elements are in place in Newfi elds!  

I do miss all my Newfi elds friends and I have great memories of my time at Paul Memorial Library– but 
here is what I really want most to say: thank you for a great 3 years! It was truly a pleasure serving as your 
library director!

My very best to all!  

Carl Heidenblad

Friends of the Newfi elds Public 
Library renewed its tradition 
of giving books to students at 
Newfi elds Elementary School. 
Both 5th grade and kindergarten 
classes received copies of books 
for each student. Mrs. Kettlewood's 
kindergarten students enjoyed 
reading "This is a School" by John 
Schu with illustrations by Veronica 
Miller Jamison, a picture book that 
celebrates schools as communities 
where every child learns-- not just 
academics but also about being part 
of a community. The book inspired 
life-sized portraits of each child as 
the newest members of the NES 
community!

Books from Friends

December 16, 2022 ~ 9:30 a.m.

Kindergarten

Celebration of Learning

SCHOOL COMMUNITY



Newfi elds Community Church
Lent begins February 26 and goes until April 6 (Maundy Thursday). During this time the Church will be 
offering a simple supper of soup and bread and light conversation around excerpts from the book Mere 
Christianity by C.S. Lewis on Friday nights from 6:00-7:00 pm. 

Holy Week services include: 

Palm Sunday: April 2, 9:30am
Maundy Thursday: April 6, 6:00pm. Tenebrae - candlelight, contemplative readings, music, light dinner 
Good Friday: April 7, 10:00am-4:00pm. The church will be open for prayer and meditation
Easter Service: April 9, 9:30am. Celebrating new life with poetry, music and joy

“Antony” (a pseudonym for his protection) came from his war-torn 
country in Africa in 2018 and legally asked for asylum at our border, but 
instead was put in jail for two years. Because of Covid, he was released 
to a home in the Seacoast area, but he was still required to wear a 
painful and humiliating ankle monitor that tracked his movements. Multi-
award winning Photographer Becky Field documents Antony’s journey 
through 10 life-size portraits as he tells his journey in his own prose. The 
exhibit is funded in part by the NH State Council on the Arts. It will be 

on display at the Newfi elds Community Church from April 23 through May 21. Specifi c viewing days and 
times to be announced on the website soon. Free and open to public.

Crying in the Wilderness: An Immigrant’s Journey in Detention

SATURDAY, APRIL 1
6:00 - 8:00PM 

Bobby Kelly, Robin Marcotte and Cheryl Stromski have teamed up to offer 
the community a Holy Week sing-through of Godspell. Do you remember 
the songs: “Day by Day,” “All Good Gifts,” “You are the Light of the World” 
and so many others? Hosted at the Newfi elds Community Church, all are 
welcome. Bring your own music (a limited number of scores will be provided) 
and sing along to live music. If you're interested in a solo, contact one of the 
organizers at 603-828-5234.
Come and sing! Come and listen!
Community rehearsals (not mandatory) will be held Wednesday, March 22 
6:00-8:00 pm and Thursday, March 30 6:00-8:00pm at the church.

Godspell Community Sing-Through

Calling all Newfi elds High School Seniors!
The Friends of the Newfi elds Public Library of Newfi elds, NH, is excited to 
support the goals of advancing higher education and literacy for Newfi elds 
students by awarding the fi rst annual Friends of the Newfi elds Public Library 
College Scholarship this spring.
For more details, visit paulmemoriallibrary.org/friendsscholarship, or see the 
application form included as an insert in this newsletter. 



REALTOR® in NH, ME & MA
Bringing success to sellers and buyers of

residential properties and land since 2001.

70 Portsmouth Ave, Stratham, NH

A D V E R T I S E  H E R E
Get Your Message Out 

While Supporting the Library
Contact the Friends of Newfi elds Public Library

friendsofNPL@comcast.net

C&D Creative 
Design

Paint,
decks,

windows,
doors,

floors, and
so much
more. 

We'll even
build you a
tree house.

David or
Celine @ 
978-770-

1210
or the
office 
@ 978-

677-1111

301 Piscassic Road
Newfields, NH 03856
603.340.4321

info@vernonfamilyfarm.com
wholesale@vernonfamilyfarm.com
www.vernonfamilyfarm.com

OPEN DAILY | 9am-6pm

OWNERS | VERNON FAMILY FARM

@vernonfamilyfarm



Join Friends of the Newfields Public
Library as a Member-at-Large!

The mission of Friends of the Newfields Public
Library is to raise money to support the Paul
Memorial Library by bringing together
community members to focus attention on the
library and stimulate public support, foster
greater use of the library and its services,
encourage gifts, endowments and bequests to
the library and assist the library in developing its
programs and facilities as an important center for
the Newfields community.

attend monthly meetings on a
regular basis 
participate in the discussion of
issues and business of the board 
may sit on temporary or long-
range committees 
volunteer at fundraisers to benefit
the Friends of the Newfields
Public Library
represent Friends at programs
sponsored by the Friends

Members-at-Large...

Reach out to Friends at friendsofPML@comcast.net with
questions or for more information

Brooke Kotsonis, President
Isabel Blunt, Newsletter Editor
Kelly Doerge, Treasurer
Beth Lieberman, Secretary
Kasia Lynch, Membership Coordinator

Just like our town, we are a little group with a big heart! We are looking for new
members-at-large who will enjoy promoting community and library events, as

well as the company of our dedicated board.
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